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NATIONAL COLLEGIATE DAY OF PRAYER 
 

On Wednesday, I (Tyler) had the privilege of 
meeting with a roomful of Christian Campus   
Ministers at UT.  Having emailed all the depart-
ment heads on campus, inviting prayer requests, 
we were surprised to hear back from a number of 
professors whom we didn’t expect would       
welcome  prayers.   
 

Our prayer session was the prelude for what 
would take place the next day at the Christian 
Student Center and in ministries across the  
country.   
 

It was a powerful night!  After Matt Deen’s      
excellent message, we devoted an hour to pray 
for our ministry, our university, and our friends 
who are far from God.   

Tyler Ellis 
BTylerEllis.com / BTylerEllis@hotmail.com / Facebook.com/MrTylerEllis / Twitter.com/BTylerEllis / 302-766-3003 

 

Christian Student Center 
cscutk.org / Facebook.com/groups/utkcsc / Twitter.com/CSCUTK 

GULFCOAST GETAWAY BOARD MEETING 
 

On Thursday I visited Chattanooga for the first 
time.  Though I didn’t have the chance to    
explore the city, it was worth the drive to get 
to have lunch with some of the board mem-
bers that host the annual student-conference 
in Florida which the CSC attended in January. 
 

After a time of debriefing, we tackled plans 
for the 2017 conference! 



THOUGHTS AND RECOLECTIONS 
By David Bryan; foreword by Jordan Andershock 
 

This December, the CSC saw a few seniors graduate as their time as UT undergrads came to 
an end. One of those seniors was David Bryan, former president of the CSC. David is one of 
the best guys I know, and I am so glad that our time at the CSC overlapped. The Men’s Bible 
Study and Hope Central were two of the biggest areas that David was involved in, and his 
impact is still felt in those ministries. David is now going to be an active duty Engineer     
Officer in the U.S. Army. I am sad to see this man go, but I know he will be a great servant 
for God wherever he finds himself. I asked David to write a brief recollection on his time at 
the CSC, and this is what he had to say: 
 

The CSC is much different now than it was when I first came to it as a freshman in the fall of 
2011. In Campus Ministry, I have found that the only constant is change. While this truth could be 
likely applied to just about any period in the CSC’s history, my years in school were not only a 
time of change but of great transition at the Student Center. I’ve witnessed repainting and       
remodeling of the building itself. I have had three Campus Ministers in Todd, Kory, and now Tyler.  
 

Perhaps the most challenging, yet formative change that I have witnessed at the CSC is in the 
makeup of its students. While this was not the case when I first arrived, the CSC is now a ministry 
where students attending many congregations around Knoxville come to study, pray, and worship 
as brothers and sisters, as the body of Christ. Our unity in purpose to reach out to our campus and 
our community is our strength. We challenge each other to think deeper and to serve the kingdom 
with our talents and spiritual gifts. Sometimes we even disagree, but we embrace our differences 
as an opportunity to learn and understand new ways of thinking. This works because, above all, 
we love and respect one another, and we are stronger for it.  
 

Students spend more time together now and have stronger bonds with each other than I have seen 
during any of my other years at the CSC. I am so encouraged by the spiritual maturity and energy 
that I see in the students and I am proud to call them my brothers and sisters.  
 

In addition to the changes I have witnessed at the CSC are the changes that have occurred within 
me. The CSC has given me opportunities to grow as a leader and develop new skills and talents 
that I will be able to use in the future. I learned to lead Bible studies at the CSC. I learned to lead 
singing because of the CSC. I have learned how to handle conflict because of the CSC. I was       
introduced to the incredible work that Tommy Drinnen is doing at Hope Central because of the 
CSC. During my years I was challenged and pushed out of my comfort zone time and time again, 
and each uncomfortable or unfamiliar experience taught me a new lesson and made me a better, 
more equipped servant of God.  

 

I look forward to returning to the CSC in the 
coming years so I can tell all of the         
students how the CSC has changed since I 
was in school and how it was the greatest 
from 2011-2015. While we all like to say 
that the CSC was the best when we were 
there, the reality is that with each passing 
year the CSC will graduate more Christians 
who will continue to make a difference in 
the church and their community wherever 
they go. Each year the CSC should be 
stronger and better than ever before as its 
ever-growing alumni network goes into all 
the world while never forgetting to reach 
back to the ministry that showed us how. 

 


